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33rd Züri-Cup International Kendo and  

50th Anniversary Budokan Zürich Tournament 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
 
 
1. Place  

 
Competition hall   ASVZ Sport Center Irchel 
      Winterthurerstrasse 190 
      8057 Zürich 
 
 Friday Goodwill-Geiko  Utogrund Dreifachhalle 
      Dennlerstrasse 43A 
      8047 Zürich 
 
Sayonara Party   Helen-Keller-Strasse 55 
      8051 Zürich  
 
 

2. Schedules and categories 
 
Friday April 24th  Saturday April 25th   Sunday April 26th 
19:00 – 20:30   8:00 Opening of Hall   8:00 Opening of Hall 
Goodwill Geiko 
    Juniors Individuals   Juniors U15 Team 
    U9*, U12, U15, U18   Teams of 3 
         (2011 and younger) 
 
    Adults Team    Adults Individuals 
    Teams of 5    Challenger (Kyu – 2.Dan) 
    (2010 and older)   Ladies (2010 and older) 
         Open (3.Dan +) 

     
    17:30 Award Ceremony  17:30 Award Ceremony 
 
    19:30 Sayonara Party  
 

 
    *Only with enough registrations 
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3. General rules 

 
The matches will be regulated according to 'The Regulations of Kendo Shiai and 
Shinpan, published by the International Kendo Federation (F.I.K.) in the most 
recent version and the Provisional Match and Referee Rules developed by ZNKR 
on 1 April 2023.  
 
The match times may differ depending on the category, and these will be 
announced on the day of the championship. 
 
During the competition, each competitor shall wear a 'Nafuda' (nametag) 
displaying their family name in capital Latin letters at the bottom. 
 
For the U9, U12, U15 and Junior Team categories, players are not allowed to 
play in "Jodan Kamae" or "Nito" (using two shinai), nor are they allowed to 
perform "Tsuki", as this point will not be considered "Ippon". If "Tsuki" is 
performed during the match, "Shinpan" will stop the match and, along with 
"Gogi", decide whether to give the player a "Hansoku". 
 
Insurance is the responsibility of the participants. By participating in this event, 
the participants agrees that photos and video recordings of them may be 
published in all media, including the internet. 

 
 
 

4. Rules per category 
 
 

4.1. Rules for the Junior and Adult team competition 
Junior Teams of 3 (2011 and younger) 
Adult Teams of 5 (2010 and older) 
 
 

Both team competitions use the knockout system, without pools stage.  
 
The tournament will be determined by a draw, on the condition that teams 
from the same club do not play each other in the first round. If a club has 
more teams than there are pools, this could result in exemptions. 
 
The four teams who won medals at the previous Züri-Cup will be moved to the 
corner of the elimination bracket. 



Budokan Zürich, Zweierstrasse 106, 8003 Zürich, Switzerland 
 

3 | P a g e  
 

 
In the Junior team category, players will be organised by age, with "Senpo" 
being the youngest and "Taisho" being the oldest player. 
 
For the Adult team category, the names and order of the players for all the 
fights must be added online to the HITteki programme prior to each match.  
 
Matches of "Sanbon Shobu" and in case of match ended in a draw, 
"Hikiwake" will be declared. 
 
Determination of winning team is based on following criteria. 
The highest number of individual winners will be declared the winner, but if 
there is a tie, the winner will be the player with the highest number of points 
scored.  
 
If criteria 1 and 2 for determining the winner are met, a play-off "Ippon Shobu" 
will be held between representatives of each team. This will consist of original 
match-length periods, with each period restarted until a winner is declared. 
 
 
 
 
4.2. Rules for the Juniors individual competition 

 U9, U12 and U15 
 
All the players will be divided into as many pools of three players as possible. 
If necessary, there may also be pools of two or four players. 
 
The first two players are going to qualify for the tournament. 
 
The division into different pools will be determined by a draw, provided that 
players from the same club are kept out of the same pool. If a club has more 
players than there are pools, then this could lead to exemptions. 
 
The four players who won medals at the previous Züri-Cup will be seeded in 
different pools and moved to the corner of the elimination bracket.  
 
Matches of "Sanbon Shobu" and in case of match ended in a draw, 
"Hikiwake" will be declared. 
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Players in the same pool will be ranked as follows: The criteria will be applied 
in the order listed, and subsequent criteria will only be applied if a clear 
decision is not reached.  
1. The higher number of fights won. If there is still a tie, then:  
2. The lower number of fights lost. If it is still a tie, then:  
3. The higher number of hikiwake. If it is still a tie, then:  
4. The higher number of points scored. If it is still a tie, then:  
5. The lower number of points lost.  
 
In the event of a tie between two players, an additional match will be played 
immediately after the regular pool matches to determine their final ranking. 
These matches will follow the "Ippon Shobu" rule, with no time limit; however, 
the match will reset after a period corresponding to the duration of the initial 
match. If the first and second positions are clear, supplementary fights will not 
take place to determine positions three and four in a pool of four players. 
 
The Juniors individual tournament uses the knockout system with matches of 
'Sanbon Shobu' format, with the possibility of "Encho" prolongations. The 
"Encho" will consist of original match-length periods, with each period 
restarted until a winner is declared. 
 
 
4.3. Rules for the Adults individual competition 
 U18, Ladies, Challenger and Open 
 
The U-18 and adults' individual competition uses a knockout system, without 
pools stage. 
 
The tournament will be determined by a draw, provided that players from the 
same club are not going to fight against each other in the first round.  
 
The four players who won medals at the previous Züri-Cup will be moved to 
the corner of the elimination bracket.  
 
Matches are played using the 'Sanbon Shobu' format, with the possibility of 
"Encho" prolongations. The "Encho" will consist of original match-length 
periods, with each period restarted until a winner is declared. 
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5. Shinai specification 
 
Specification for ITTO 
 

 
 
Specification for NITO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Complaints 
 
Complaints should be reported to the relevant "Shiajo Shinpan Shunin" during 
the match or to the "Shinpan Cho". They may only be submitted by the team 
manager, coach, or captain and others will not be accepted. Complaints must be 
made right away, and at the latest before the end of the affected competition. 
 
In case of questions please contact info@zuericup.ch 

Age Gender Shinai Size Lenght Weight Tape
< 9 - ≤ 3.6  ≤ 111 no restrictions
10-12 - ≤ 3.7  ≤ 114 no restrictions
13-15 - ≤ 3.7  ≤ 114 no restrictions
16-17 Female ≤ 3.8  420 g

Male ≤ 3.8  480 g
>18 Female ≤ 3.9  440 g

Male ≤ 3.9  510 g

≤ 117 cm

≤ 120 cm

TBD at the 
day of the 

tournament


